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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. is, this gu/ph, to prevent all the dead[ The oracles of God in no one place 


As the account we have of the rich 
man, and Lazarus the beggar, Luke 
xvi. 19—31, has been supposed by 
some to contain proof positive of the 
existence of an awful hell, in which 
the wicked will suffer after the death 
of the body; and that one man, to Say 
the least, is now in that place of never 
ending torment ; let us examine the 
subject, and see if such an idea is cer- 


tainly communicated in the divine tes-| 


timony; which, unless the reader per- 
fectly recollects, he had better turn to, 
and read, as it is too lengthy to be in- 
gerted here. 

On the supposition that the account 
is to be understood literally, we meet 
with many difficuities. 

4. What ase we to understand by 
Abraham’s bosom? ana what did the 
angels carry thither? It being previous 
to the resurrection, it could not have 
been the body of Lazarus, but only the 
spirit, or soul, | 

9. The rich man was duried ; and in 
hell Ae lifted up his eyes, being im tor- 
ment. He prays for a drop of water to 
cool his tongue, &c. and that it might 
be procured by the finger of Lazarus. 
This seems to imply the use of their 
bodies. Andif the flame be as hot as 
has been represented, how far could a 
few drops of water with the finger go 
towards quenching the flame? 

3. If Abraham knew that the rich 
man was doomed to remediless wo 
and misery, why does he address him 
by the endearing appellation of son ? 

‘4. If the gulph be literal, mustit also 
be eternal? If so, what are we to un- 
derstand by the testimony which saith 
“ every valley shall be filled?” &c. 

5. If the hell, in which the rich man 
lifted up his eyes, is to be understood 
literally, when death and hell shall de- 
liver up the dead that are in them, will 
there be any longer this obstacle, that 


from appearing before God? and is 
there any evidence that the rich man, 
after the resurrection, shall be sent 
back to his former state of torment? 

6. On the common idea, how shall 
we account for Abraham’s saying, 
“that they which would pass from 
hence to you cannot?” This seems as 
though they still possessed the power 
of sympathy, and would have relieved 
the rich man, had it been in their 
power. 

7. Equally difficult will it be to ac- 
count for the apparently pious and af- 
fectionate prayer of the rich man for 
his brethren. 

8.% A house divided against itself 


eannot stand:” but if the rich man 
still felt such reyarva fur te Leatheen 


as expressed in his prayer, and wished 
that came one should interpose, “ lest 
they also come into this place of tor- 
ment,” he was acting in opposition to 
the devil, who seeketh whom he may de- 
vour ! 

These considerations are sufficient to 
show that the account cannot be under- 
stood literally. 

If it be said, that the rich man was 
sent to hell for his wicked deeds, it is 
said without proof; for there is no evi- 
dence but that the beggar was as great 
a sinner as he: and if he were not, no 
Calvinist can consent, agreeably to 
their creed, that he was admitted into 
heaven on that account: for they con- 
tend that God ‘ Aath chosen in Christ 
unto everlasting glory, out of his mere 
free grace and love, without any other 
thing in the creature as a condition or 
cause moving him thereunto;” or as the 
poct says, 


**O Thou, wha in the heavens dost dwell, 
Wha, as it pleases best thysel,’ 
Sends are to heaven and ten to hell, 
A’ for thy glory, 
And no for ony gude or ill 
They?’ve@ done afore thee |” 








testify against the rich man, nor do they 
speak ought in favour of Lazarus. 
There is no record to prove that the 
former obtained his wealth either by 
defrauding his neighbours, or by grind- 
ing from the poor the last penny of 
their earnings. It has been alleged, 
that he refused the crumbs to the beg- 
gar. Butadmit this, (of which, how- 
ever, there is no proof,) was the pun- 
ishment to be so great? The land was 
fertile, and ample provision made for 
the poor from the gleanings of every 
harvest; and it is probable that the 
beggars of that day were generally as 
undeserving as those of the present 
time. There is scarcely a being in 
existence that does not behold with 
compassion the necessities of his fel- 
low-men; but he who visits dhe habi. 
tations of poverty must, with a tear, 
mark on his journal the melancholy 
fact, that few are reduced by misfor- 
tune when compared with those whose 
fherce and lawless appetites have brought 
to that misery which follows sin, as 
certainly as effect follows the cause. 
Thus the rich man might, for ought 
that appears to the contrary, be excused 
for not giving to the beggar more than 
the crumbs from«his table, which it 
does not appear that he withheld; and 
farther, he should meet with some al- 
lowance from those who consider one 
whom they suppose to be a peculiar 
favourite of heaven, who refused his 
brother the mess of pottage when starv- 
ing, unless he paid the enormous price 
of a birthright, surely dives was not 
worse than the supplanter ! 

But the text, as has been already ob- 
served, is far from authorising us to 
say that he was refused the crumbs: it 
indeed imphes the contrary, Kes sriusaer 
yoetasSwvat ago tay Juyiar—eimiuaer ren- 
dered desiring, would be much better 
translated delighting. In the Septua- 


gint the same word is rendered chosen 
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“ And ye shall be confounded for the 
gardens that ye have chosen.” Isa. i. 
29. andin Isa. lviii. 2. delight. “ Yet 
they seek me daily, and delight to know 
my ways, as a nation that did righte- 
ousness, and forsook not the ordinan- 
ces of their God:—they ask of me the 
ordinances of justice, they take delight 
in approaching to God.” 

The passage in Luke would read 
better thus: “ And delighting to be 
fed with the crumbs which fell from the 
rich man’s table,” &c. Lazarus being 
laid at the gate, seems to show that 
there he usually obtained alms, and the 
rich man, when in hell, recollected him. 
We hear Abraham tell dives of the 
good things he once enjoyed, but he 
does not accuse him of want of cha- 
rity, but rather seems to console him 
with the equality of the ways of God: 
once he received good, now evil—and 
Lazarus vice versa. Shall we receive 
good at the hands of God, and shall 
we not also receive evil? Our Saviour, 
in addressing his hearers, spoke to them 
im parables ; in this one he referred to 
the downfall of the Jewish church, 
when many should come from the east 
and the west, and sit down with Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob, whilst the chil- 
dren of the kingdumui should be cast 
out. 

Dives corresponds to the Jewish 
high’ priest, who was clothed in fine 
linen, emblematic of righteousness, 
and in purple, the combination of love 
and power. His dress was covered 
with twelve precious stones, on which 
were engraved the names of the chil- 
dren of Israel—the tints of the eastern 
arch of glory sparkled on his breast, 
and the world beheld his grandeur. 
From the tables of the law he dispers- 
ed the crumbs to surrounding nations, 
and fed them with the principles of 
morality. Thevend for which this rich 
man was created is accomplished ; he 
dies, and is buried. The dispensation 
of the law passes away to give room to 
the more exceeding weight of glory 
that attends that of the Gospel. ‘The 
«¢ Holiness to the Lord,” which was on 
the mitre of the high priest, is now 
marked with unceasing splendour on 
Christ Jesus, the head of every man. 
The golden arches which enclosed the 
stones,shine with the fervour of eter- 
nal love, on that breast in which was 
concentrated the happiness of all (and 
every individual of) the human family. 


THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


The beggar also died. He had be- 


Note.—It is with regret that we 


fore lived in want, for the light of na-|mark an exception to liberty of con. 


ture shows but the horrors of the scene. 


science in this country. But it is too 


Itaffords no food to the soul ; itschilling|true, that the Legislature of the en- 


influence is felt through the tatters of|lightened state of Maryland, have aim- 


man. When the beggar died to his 
stocks and his idols, he was carried by 
the ministering angels, (disciples of 
Jesus,) to the bosom of Abraham, to 
that faith which proclaimed, that in thy 
seed shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed. ‘The rich man is now in 
Hell, (that this is not in eternity I refer 
to Berea.) The Jews, every where 
scattered, look forward to a Saviour. 
The sceptre has departed from them, 
yet their Shz/oh they know not. The 
gulph of unbelief they cannot pass, 
and they are in torment while the hea- 
thens listen to the voice of the Gospel. 
The Jews, though they have Moses 
and the prophets, will not hear them, 
and even when one arose from the 
dead, they did net believe; therefore 
their house is left unto them desolate, 
until they shall say, blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. 

We have thus cursorily viewed this 
parable. We will close by showing 
that the Jews willalso be saved, though 
now disnereed . Thee Ligvury which 
winged the arrows of persecution at 
the harmless Jew, is fast disappearing 
It was preserved for this land, which 
justly boasts that here we can worship 
God agreeably to the dictates of our 
consciences, to extend the hand of 
friendship to the Israelites, and the ser- 
vices returned with gratitude by them, 
teaches the wisdom of religious free- 
dom ; it has lessened the sufferings of 
the Jews, and disposed other nations 
to do the same. We look on this as 
a preparatory step to their becoming 
Christians; as the latter we feel grate- 
ful to them for their perseverarce in 
the pure worship of One God, whilst 
we have worshipped the idols round 
about us. We hail the time spoken of 
in Scripture, when the fullness of the 
Gentiles ghall come in, and so all Is- 
rael be saved, “when a// flesh shall 
know thatthe Lord is their Saviour and 
their Redeemer, the mighty one of Ja- 
cob.” See Isa. ix. For, “ there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor fe- 
male, for ye are all one in Christ Jesus, 
and if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abra- 
ham’s seed, and héfs according to ra 








promise,” 





ed a blow at the Jew which his Chris. 
tian brethren should ward off. We 
hope that the United States govern- 
ment will appoint Jews to their offices 
in that state, and thus bring its rulers 
to their senses; for we entertain too 
high an opinion of the people of Ma- 
ryland, to suppose that they wish the 
continuance of the law depriving Jews 
of citizenship. 
Ec Lect. 
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NO IV. 

Search the Scriptures ; for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life ; and they 
are they which testify of me. 

This is life eternal, that they might 
know Thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent. 

Such an High Priest became us, who 
is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from «inners, and made higher than the 
heavens ; 

Who needeth not daily, ac thoes high 
rivotoy a» OTter up sacrifice, first for 
is Own sins, and then for the people’s: 
for this he did once, when he offered 
up himself. 

For the law maketh men high priests 
which have infirmity ; but the word of 
the oath, which was since the law, 
maketh the Son, who is consecrated 
for evermore. 

When he cometh into the world, he 
saith, Sacrifice and offering thou 
weuldest not, but a bedy hast thou pre- 
pared me: 

Ini burnt-offerings and sacrifices for 
sin thou hast had no pleasure. 

Then said I, Lo, 1 come (in the vo- 
lume of the book it is written of me,) 
to do thy will, O God. 

Above, when he said, Sacrifice and 
offering, and burnt-offerings, and offer- 
ing for sin thou wouldest not, neither 
hadst pleasure therein; which are of- 
fered by the law; 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy 
will, O God. He taketh away the first, 
that he may establish the second. 

Byethe which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Ie- 
sus Christ once for all. 
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To us there is but one God, the Fa- 
ther, of whom are all things, and we 
in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom are all things, and we by 
him. 

Howbeit, there is not in every man 
that knowledge. 

When the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of 
a woman, made under the law, 

To redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons. 

The first man is of the earth, earthy ; 
the second man is the Lord Sora Hea- 


ven. 
And as we have borne the image of 


the earthy, we shall also bearthe image] ject, by R. C. having said in the same|* 


of the heavenly. 


(Concluded in our next Number.) 


— 








———— 


Christian Messenger. 


Philadelphia, Saturday, Dec. 4, 1819. 


CONTROVERSIAL 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


In page 43, of the Christian Mes- 
senger, R. C. says, “ If the Father 
and the Son had been as distinctly spo- 


ken of in Gen. 1. 2, 3, &c. as they are 
in ye whe, aseres e1,1 vs vahil hess? & hac Te | saws 


objection to the application, viz. that 
the personal pronoun us, 1s expre SSiVe 
of the Father and the Son; but as they 
are not, I’. must excuse me for dissent- 
ing from him in opinion on the sub- 

I ~ also quoted Gen. ili. 22, The 
man is become as one of us. As the 
expression, as one of us,1s so obviously 
calculated to express more than one 
individual being ; and corresponds with 
the us in chap. 26. I considered both 
as referring to the Father and the Son ; 
believing that the Son is the agent and 
servant of the Father in the creation|*‘ 
and government of the works of God. 
This last passage has received no other 
attention from R. C. than the &c. It 
would be particularly obliging in R. 
C. if, instead of turning off what some 
tousider as the most difficult passage, 
with an &c. and note of dissent in 
opinion, that he would have the good- 
hess to state explicitly what 1s his 
opinion on the subject, and his reasons 
for such opinion. 

Remarh.—Does T. think Gen. 11. 
a stronger text, and containing some- 
thing more to sup port his hy pothe S18, 


og 
wa oP 4 
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object to the &c.? As a reply had 
been given to this, on page 21, of the 
Messenger, in answer to f. re it was 
thought that a repetition would be then, 
as it is now, unnecessary.—Ed. 

[ had not thought writing any thing 
at present on John, xvii. 5, our Lord’s 
solemn prayer to the F ather ; ; and now, 
O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self, 
with thee before the worldwas; because 
I could not conceive what reason an 
sincere Christian had to doubt the 
truth of our Lord’s own explicit testi- 
mony respecting his existence in glory 
with the Father before the world was. 
My attention was called to the sub- 


page, 43, of the Christian Messenger, 
* John xvii. 5, has been already explain- 
* ed agreeably to my hypothesis; if 
“‘ the reader wishes further light on the 
“ subject, he is referred to Kneeland’s 
‘ Lectures, page 133 to 140, and also 
‘to the authors quoted there.” 
Remark.—R. C. was mistaken in 
thinking that he had written on the 
passage in John xvii. 5; but as T. has 
found the explanation alluded to, the 
error has done no material 1 injury. In 
a future mumber we shall give a more 
lengthy extract from Dr. Ties on 
this subject, whose erudition and can- 
dour on all subjects, we presume, will 
not be called in question by any one.— 
Ed. 

I concluded the explanation men- 
tioned, to have been in the Christian 
Messenger ; ; but if so, it has escaped 
my observation. On turning to Mr. 
Kneeland’s Lectures, the only thing 
directly on the subject which appear- 
ed in the pages referred to, was in page 
;|134, as fullows: “ But this,” says Dr. 
Lardner, “according to the Jewish 
‘phraseslogy, may be very well un- 
“derstood of the glory always de- 
‘‘ signed for the Christ by the immu- 
“ table purpose of God.” This I per- 
fectly agree with. Surely it was not 
the jess designed by the immutable 
purpose of Goi. because he had for- 
merly enjoyed it; but had, according 
to the will of * s God and Father, 
emptied himself of that glory when 
he took the form of a servant. The 
glory which he had with the Father 
befuire the world was, was always Cce- 
signed by the immutable purpose cf 
God, to be restored'to the Christ after 


with the glory which I had\p 


fe undation of 
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on earth; and that design was accord- 
ingly accomplished when God glorified 
him. This was the object of our Lord’s 
faith, and hope, and prayer. The quo- 
tation from Lardner, therefore, so far 
as it goes, is no way opposed to my 
s|views of the subject. 

Whilst treating on this subject, it 
may not be amiss to advert to the im- 
roved version of the New Testament, 
which R. C. frequently refers to. In 
the text the translation is correct.— 
There is the following note: “ The 
“« glory which is the object of our Lord’s 
“ petition, is that glory of which he 
“ speaks, verse 22; the glory of in- 
“ structing and converting mankind, 
verses 8, and14. This glory he had 
“ given to his apostles, verse 22 ; that 
“is, he intended it for them. The 
“same glory the Father had given to 
‘“‘ him, that is, had reserved it for him, 
“and purposed to bestow it upon him. 
‘¢ He had it therefore with the Father 
‘“‘ before the world was, that is, in the 
‘¢ Father’s purpose and decree.” The 
very language of this note shows that 
itisa lame shift to evade the force of 
the text. In verse 22, our Lord says, 
the glory which thou vavest me, L have 
given them. ‘The note states correctly 
that it was the glory of instructing and 
converting mankind. This he had 
possessed from the commencement of 
his ministry, and still possessed. » He 
gave it to them when he sent them out, 
Matt. x. throughout, Mark vi. 7 to 
13, Luke ix. 1 to 6. This glory he 
still retained; and therefore could not 
be the object of his hope and prayer. 
The object of his hope and prayer was 
the repossession of that glory which 
he had with the Father before the 
world was; but of which he had | empti- 
ed himself when he took part in flesh 
and blood, which glory he did not pos- 
sess at the time of his prayer. 
Remark.—Vhe apostle says, E sag 1. 
34. Blessed be the God and Father 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath bless 
edus with all spiritual blessings in hea- 


venly things in Christ; according as 
he hath Nideds us in him before the 


the world, that we should 
be haly, and without Slesie before him in 
love. Thie seems to be proof positive 
that the chosen of the Lord (moré or 
less) all existed in Christ, before the 
foundation of the world, in the same 
sense that Christ existed; for how 








than Gen. i. 26? if not, why does he 


he should have finished his cbedience 


could the apostle himself be chosen in 


Re. 
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Christ unless the apostle -existed|/Unitarian, and Universalist, and as} 5. But the most astonishing of all 
as well as Christ? and that he did{such, had no right to the Christianjis, that J. J. should think that the Uni. 
so, in the sense that the dead are alive[name. The man who denies the fun-jversalist denies the complete atonement 
unto Ged, (for all live unto him,) Luke|damental doctrines of the Christianjof Christ, when the most distinguish. 








aA 
7 xx. 38) we are not disposed to dis-|religion, the divinity of Tesus Christ,|ing article of his faith is, that Christ, 
‘ft pute; but this does not prove to ourjand his complete atonement for the/* having made peace by the blood of 
: understanding that either of them ex-jsins of the world, is no better than ajhis cross, will reconcile all things unto 
i isted in a conscious state at that time.|deist, whatever name he may adopt tojhimself, whether they be things in 
iz —Ed. deceive others. _ jearth, or things in heaven.” Col. i. 20, . 
il (To be Continued. ) Ss What honour can an Unitarianjand that “he is the propitiation for : 
| ' . Rvs $0 See: pala when ge aa da oe + ; and =p our only, but B ~ 
A a is talents to depreciate his char-|for the sins of the whole world.’ 17 = 
ie POW??? CORNISR. acter as God. As a Universalist he| John ii. 2. B 
oF denies his atonement in defiance off 6. R. C. has no where “declared | 
L Bacay those precious words. ‘ The blood of|his unbelief in the Christian doctrine ;” f E 
‘iin sateailienn 60) gett eam, Jesus Christ his son cleanseth us from neither is there such a sentiment im. : 
Or »lood of all the bu!locks slain, all sin. plied in any thing which is expressed 
On Jewish sacred altars spilt ; “In the last column of page 52, R.jon page 52, of the Messenger. But if F 


Nor works of men, nor prayers of priests, |}C, has boldly declared his unbelief of|J. J. is not capable of understanding 
#2 
* 











Nor incense of their solemn feasts | ARP ver : os ‘ j 
Could ever save a soul from guilt. the Christian doctrine! a plain sentence that is written, weP 
y . P ; 
Se. [What J. J. has stated concerning|ought to express our pity, rather than P 
Mistaken men, eer since the flood, “ Levia Jewish Rabbi,” “Mr Win-|surprise, that he does not understand § 
Have striv’d to reconcile their God, chester,” “Mr. R—,” and “ Mr. Rob-|the scriptures. 
Whom terror taught them thus to please, take Rentic he Si _ -_ ‘ ; 
By torture, abstinence and pains ! xinson, a Baptist minister, of Cam-| To conclude, we advise J. J. to be- F 
rene . d . . ~ ”” . . . -* ay 
Casting their children to the flames! bridge in England,” is all entirely/come better acquainted with the sen. rej 
And other cruel acts like these. foreign from any thing which has been|timents of others, (and with the scrip. fy 80 
Some trust in works which they have done, published tn the Messenger, and there- tures also,) before he undertakes to fy uo 
To save their souls in time to come, fore can have no claims to a place in/write against them. . | 
And hope they shall the grace receive; |{it.] - 
Others believe in sov’reign grace, : 
Which took a few of Adam’s rice, On tl Wes O & oul 
And bound them all by firm decrees. n the above extracts we shall on- ; » his 
ly remark . Ie is ufvcu ached, lin we t« soweceo enn & por 
While reason speaks, with skilful tongue, 1. That we are willing to submit toj/create Jolly ? or how can God, who is ike 
If these be right, those can’t be wrong, our readers, whether R. c has written good, be the author ot evil? T he difficult 3 | 
eo ndaattarden hing which will. justify the con-|which exists in the mind of many peo “4 
For if my God has fix’d my doom, any thing which will justify the con- bn ; “o he mind of many peo- B all 
In endless shades of death to roam, clusion, that he is “an enemy to the/ple, on this subject, is owing, as wef): 
, e ‘ bd TT . _ ti. 
‘ I must obey th’ eternal word! great head of the church, Jesus Christ.”’}presume, to not understanding the rea! i Bass 
y ‘ ; z . “<> ¥ —_— . @ . a ae i: i me tl 


Then, O my soul! adore the grace, > ; F : : 7 ; 
Which saves the whole of Adam’s race, that the Unitarian, and Universalist, all negative and not positive qualities. B that 


According tu his boundless love : have “no right to the Christianname?”|As, for example, folly is only a less i, 

Tis not of + ane ao vn 6 grat Every believer in Christ has an equal|degree of wisdom; but it depends on “ 

sp Fem 3 with Godt on wats a Nao right to the Christian name; and we wisdom for its existence, and cannot a 

‘ kK. jare very sorry if J. J. is yet to be in-/exist without it. For a person totally 3% 


formed that both Unitarians and Uni-|destitute of wisdom is not possessed of 
versalists are firm believers in Jesus/sufficient knowledge even to be /aclis/: See 
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